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UNPFII
What is UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

• The United Ntions Permnent Forum is n dvisory body to the Economic nd 
Socil Council (ECOSOC), with  mndte to discuss Indigenous Issues relted to 
the following six mndted res of the UNPFII

• Economic nd Socil 
Development 

• Culture 

• Environment 

• Eduction 

• Helth 

• Humn Rights



Permanent Forum Mandate 
• Provide expert dvice nd recommendtions on Indigenous issues to the 

Economic nd Socil Council s well s to progrmmes, funds nd gencies of 
the United Ntions. The Economic nd Socil Council shll rise wreness 
nd promote the integrtion nd coordintion of ctivities relted to 
Indigenous issues within the UN system nd my prepre nd disseminte 
informtion on Indigenous issues. 

• The Permnent Forum is one of three UN bodies tht is mndted to del 
specificlly with Indigenous peoples issues. The other two re the Expert 
Mechnism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples nd the Specil Rpporteur on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 



Week 1- Signing up for Agenda Items

Speakers List & Written Interventions

Register for spekers list Mondy 15 April in Conference Room E Time: 1:30 pm – 
2:30pm for the following gend item: 

• Item: 4 Discussion on the six mndted res of the Permnent Forum (economic 
nd socil development, culture, environment, eduction, helth nd humn 
rights), with reference to the UN Declrtion on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
nd the 2030 Agend for Sustinble Development 

Register for spekers list Mondy 15 April in Conference Room E Time: 5-6pm for the 
following gend item: 

• Item: 3 Specil theme of session: “Enhncing Indigenous Peoples’ right to self-
determintion in the context of the United Ntions Declrtion on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples: emphsizing the voices of Indigenous youth 



Week 2 - Signing up for Agenda Items

Register for spekers list Tuesdy 16th of April in Conference Room E Time: 1:30 pm – 2:30pm for the following 
gend item: 

• Items: 5 (g) Themtic dilogues: finncing of Indigenous Peoples’ work nd prticiption in the context of 
inter li, development, climte, environment nd biodiversity 

Register for spekers list Mondy 22nd of April in Conference Room E Time: 1:30 pm – 2:30pm for the following 
gend item:  

• Items: 5 (d) Humn rights dilogue with the Specil Rpporteur on the rights of Indigenous Peoples nd the 
Expert Mechnism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; nnul review of progress on the implementtion of 
generl recommendtion No.39 (2022) 

Register for spekers list Mondy 22nd of April in Conference Room E Time: 5-6pm for the following gend item:  

• Item: 6 Future work of the Permnent Forum, including issues considered by the Economic nd Socil Council, 
the outcome document of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples nd emerging issues

Speakers List & Written Interventions



Interventions
• There re 13 funds nd progrmmes, 15 specilized gencies, 5 regionl commissions nd 

6 trining institutes within the UN systems nd gencies. There re 29 Inter gency 
coordintion mechnisms. It is importnt to fmilirize yourself with the objectives nd 
mndtes of ech these gencies nd systems. This will help in finding the gency nd UN 
body you will nme in your intervention.  

• In order to get the best results nd to hve the most effective prticiption include the 
pproprite gencies nd systems s prt of your recommendtions in the Interventions 
nd sttements submitted. Mke sure tht you nme the UN gencies tht cn best ssist 
in deling with the issues you re fcing. (FAO, WIPO, UNESCO, etc) 

• Reviewing the Agend- It is importnt to review the entire gend nd decide if you will be 
writing n intervention for ech gend item, or if you will write one intervention to 
ddress ll the gend items. Typiclly it is recommended to write n intervention for ech 
gend item, however mny re not fforded the opportunity to be present for the entire 
session nd my choose to write one intervention to ddress vrious nd/or ll gend items



Interventions cont…
• Mking  recommendtion: When writing n intervention, it is importnt to rise wreness to the issue you 
re discussing, but it is eqully importnt to provide  recommendtion to ddress the issue. This is where you 
present ides for  resolution / suggest remedies / ction steps. The Recommendtions section is key. It is the 
most importnt prt of your intervention nd wht will be included in the finl report of the UNPFII tht is 
submitted to the ECOSOC. 

• Recommendtion Dtbse: When mking specific recommendtions for UN gencies nd/or bodies to do  
study, write  report, or tke  specific ction, it is helpful to find out if there hs lredy been  similr 
recommendtion mde by the Permnent Forum, or if the UN gency nd or body hs lredy tken ction 
nd wht the outcome is. At this point you cn cll for further ction, or reiterte nd cll ttention to the 
Permnent Forums Recommendtion. The recommendtion dtbse is  helpful tool in locting pst 
recommendtions nd followup ctions if ny hve been tken. The recommendtions dtbse cn be found 
on the Permnent forum website: https://unpfii.des.un.org/ , CHIRAPAQ resource -  https://ynpq.info/en/  

• Nvigting  the Recommendtions dtbses: The recommendtions dtbse llows you to serch for 
recommendtions mde by the Permnent Forum by using key words, such s UN gency nmes (CEDAW, 
UNESCO), or res of work (Humn Rights, Indigenous Women, Culture, eduction etc.) The dtbse will give 
you  summry of the recommendtion, the full text tht ws in the Permnent Forums finl report. The UN 
dtbse no longer provides  description of implementtion. 

https://unpfii.desa.un.org/
https://yanapaq.info/en/


Interventions cont..
• Referencing pst recommendtions: When referring to  pst recommendtion include the 

session report nd the prgrph number. It is lso helpful to use the ctul text of the 
recommendtion mde by the Permnent Forum in your intervention.  

• Lnguge when writing interventions: The UN hs its own jrgon tht is used in reports, studies, 
etc. It is sometimes difficult to understnd nd in turn it is chllenging for Indigenous Peoples to 
convey  messge or ddress n issue using the UN lnguge. However chllenging, it is 
importnt to use this jrgon when writing interventions. 

• Time Limits: Presenters will hve time limits when presenting their interventions, nywhere from 
2-3 minutes depending on the mount of people on the spekers list nd the discretion of the 
Chir of the Permnent Forum. It is importnt to spek slowly nd clerly, but in  timely mnner 
when presenting to ssist with those trnslting in the different lnguges.  

Prticipnts cn mke  sttement only under the nme of the orgniztion they re 
registered with. 

Ech orgniztion cn spek only once under ech gend item



Requesting Studies
• First, request it through n intervention during the Permnent Forum nd sk 

the Permnent Forum members to crry out  study. Ask the Forum member or 
members tht you wish to direct this to prior to your intervention nd determine 
if they re greeble. Mke sure your request is succinct.  

• Secondly, you cn sk one of the UN gencies to conduct the study. We suggest 
tht the gency nd request is included in your intervention. 

• Request one of the vrious reserch nd trining institutes estblished by the 
Generl Assembly to perform independent reserch. Some of these, such s the 
United Ntions Institute for Disrmment Reserch, only report to the Generl 
Assembly.  

• The Expert Mechnism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, or EMRIP lso 
conducts studies.



Basics of Writing an Intervention
• Thnk the presiding officil by sying "Thnk you Mr./ Mdme/ Honorble Chir/ President..." It is lso 
pproprite to recognize nd thnk the other members of the Permnent Forum. 

• Briefly introduce yourself nd your ntion nd/or orgniztion. 

• Provide  brief nrrtive sttement bout wht issue is being ddressed, nme the gend item, nd mention 
the key point of the intervention. 

• List (nd number) your Recommendtions to the PFII. Remember to be relistic in your recommendtions. Do 
not sk for ctions or crete recommendtions tht cnnot be met by the PFII or tht re inconsistent with the 
UN system. 

• Nrrtive – you cn discuss the issue further, more in depth, with key exmples from rel, urgent situtions. 
Here you cn spek bout the nture of the concern, nd how the issue is currently ffecting your tribl ntion, 
your homelnds, the continuity of your culture, etc. This is lso where you cn elborte on linking your issue to 
the specil theme if ny, nd/or the specific Agend item/number, provide dt nd sttistics, nd relevnt 
quotes. 

• Conclusion: A brief closing sttement including thnking the Chir nd the Permnent Forum gin, nd end 
your presenttion.


